EARLY CHILDHOOD
EDUCATION AND FAMILY
STUDIES - AAS DEGREE

Overview

See Department website and program contacts here (https://
www.mhcc.edu/education-options/degrees-certificates/early-childhood-
education-family-studies/index/)

The Early Childhood Education and Family Studies (AAS) degree is
designed for students seeking careers working with young children

and families in early learning settings. The curriculum combines child
development knowledge with practical teaching and family support
skills to prepare students for employment in a variety of early childhood
education environments.

Coursework includes topics such as child growth and development,
guidance, curriculum planning, family engagement, and developmentally
appropriate teaching practices. Students develop practical skills that
support high-quality care and education for children from birth through
age five.

The Early Childhood Education and Family Studies program is workforce-
focused and prepares students for careers in childcare centers, preschool
programs, and other early learning settings. Students should be prepared
to demonstrate the professionalism, communication skills, emotional
stability, and stamina needed for work in this field.

Students are encouraged to work with an advisor (https://
www.mhcc.edu/student-resources/academic-advising/) to ensure
appropriate course selection and program planning based on their
educational background and career goals.

Refer to the tabs above for additional information about:
+ Education Plan — provides a sample term-by-term sequence of
courses

+ Career Info — includes information on potential occupations,
employment trends, and earnings

Program Learning Objectives

At the completion of this program, students should be able to:

+ Design learning environments to support children’s development and
learning in all domains

+ Implement Developmentally Appropriate Practices and all relevant
guidelines

« Articulate the importance of effective observation, documentation
and assessment of children’s development

+ Develop positive relationships with families, colleagues, and
community members

+ Apply content knowledge and inquiry tools to construct meaningful
curriculum

+ Demonstrate an exemplary work ethic and uphold the standards of
the early childhood profession
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Education Plan

This sample Education Plan illustrates one possible course sequence.
Students should consult an advisor (https://www.mhcc.edu/student-
resources/academic-advising/) to create a personalized plan.

Students with a non-credit credential, such as the Child Development
Associate (CDA) or Step 7 on the Oregon Registry, may apply for up to 12
transcripted credits at MHCC upon completion of one ECE credit course
at MHCC. See the program adviser for more information. Students must
successfully complete first-year classes/certificate coursework prior

to admission to second-year classes. Program advisers will determine
individual eligibility.

General education courses (such as math, writing, health, etc.) can be taken
during any term, or before starting the program.

Students must earn a grade of “C" or higher in all program (ECE) courses.
Students must also possess or obtain First Aid and Pediatric CPR
certification before the fourth quarter of the program.

First Quarter
Fall Credits

ECE125 The Early Childhood Professional 3
ECE140 Introduction to Early Childhood Education 3
ECE158 Learning Environments 3
ECE170 Health, Safety and Nutrition 3
WR121Z Composition | 4
Credits 16
Second Quarter
Winter
ECE144 Observation Techniques 2
ECE145 Positive Guidance 3
ECE147 Infant/Toddler Caregiving 3
ECE166 Seminar - Beginning 1
WE280CDC1 Co-op Education - Beginning - Early 3
Childhood Education 1
MTHO065 Beginning Algebra Il (or higher) 4-6
or MTHO58 or Quantitative Reasoning |
Credits 16
Third Quarter
Spring
ECE135 Math Concepts in Early Childhood
ECE171 Families and Diversity
ECE173 Creative Art Experiences
Health and HE252 and/or HE261 required for those 3-4
Physical without First Aid and Pediatric CPR
Education certification
requirement
(https://
catalog.mhcc.edu/
degree-
certificate-
requirements/
aas/#health)
Elective ' 34

Credits 15
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Fourth Quarter
Fall
ECE243 Language and Literacy 3
ECE244 Observation and Documentation 3
ECE258 Curriculum Development 3
ECE285 Seminar - Intermediate 1
WE280CDC1A  Co-op Education - Intermediate - Early 3
Childhood Education >
Human Relations requirement (https://catalog.mhcc.edu/ 3-4
degree-certificate-requirements/aas/#human)
Credits 16
Fifth Quarter
Winter
ECE248 Special Needs and Inclusion
ECE256 Science in Early Childhood
ECE260 Values and Issues in Early Childhood
Education
ECE261 Child Development Principles 3
Credits 12
Sixth Quarter
Spring
ECE236 Social/Emotional Development 3
ECE246 Home/School Relations 3
ECE286 Seminar - Advanced 1
WE280CDC2 Internship 3
Elective, if needed to reach 90 applicable credits ! 5
Credits 15
Total Credits 90

Take electives - any courses numbered 100 or above - if needed, to
reach 90 degree applicable credits. Recommended electives include:
+ ASL101 First Year American Sign Language 1
+ ED 200 Introduction to Education
+ HS101 Introduction to Social Services
+ HS150 The Effective Helper, A Personal Skills Approach

* COMMT115 Introduction to Intercultural Communication @

Students must provide proof of current First Aid and Pediatric CPR
certification to the program advisor and dean before being allowed to
enroll in WE280CDC1A Co-op Education - Intermediate - Early Childhood
Education.

Career Information

Explore potential careers related to this program, including typical job
roles, employment trends, and projected growth. This information can
help you better understand how your education may align with future
career opportunities.
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